CAP Kickoff Meeting (6/18/2024) 5:30 – 7:00 pm

Ag and Ecosystems Breakout Room 
Notetaker: Sophi Veltrop


Cheryl Joy Lipton:
Add natural climate solutions. 
Biomass recommendations were rejected. Where are recs that were adopted? (link was then shared in chat) The council formed its own biomass task group. What happened with the recommendations from them? From the council members...
I think you should address much larger riparian, lacustrine, wetland, environmentally sensitive treatment area buffers etc.
Also strengthen current use forest reserves category - it's incredibly difficult to qualify.

Zack Porter:
Interested in ways that resilience is called out in GWSA. This subcommittee would be the right one to dig into resilience of lands. Not necessarily economic resilience (that’s built in because of impacts to communities, businesses) but also ability for communities to function. 
How might ANR start making greenhouse gas emissions analysis part of their decision making around state lands (i.e. management plans)
Chat: Hi all, I referenced text in the GWSA that deals with state agency responsibility for quantifying GHG impacts from decision making. Here is that text: § 578 (c) “Implementation of State programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In order to facilitate the State’s compliance with the goals established in this section, all State agencies shall consider, whenever practicable, any increase or decrease in greenhouse gas emissions in their decision-making procedures with respect to the purchase and use of equipment and goods; the siting, construction, and maintenance of buildings; the assignment of personnel; and the planning, design, and operation of programs, services, and infrastructure.

Rebecca Mitchell: 
What’s happening to help farmers transition to regenerative farming? I’m interested in that. 
Jaiel put the page numbers of relevant parts of the CAP into the chat. Agriculture Pathways  p. 109 and p. 168-218
David noted there are somewhere close to 150 actions on Ag & Eco alone. So the subcommittee will lifting up the ones they want to prioritize.

Ryan Patch: provided context about good momentum on conservation practices (since 2016 300,000 acres of conservation practices. This can be quantified for net sequestration—gave a figure.) Mentioned co-benefits, resilience factor. Remember that farmers manage more forestland than cropland & pasture combined! 

Peter Duval:
At biomass plants (McNeil, Ryegate), emissions aren’t counted at stack. They’re worse than fossil fuels on emissions at the stack. 
What happens when NY & NH recognizes the emissions from McNeil & Ryegate in their inventories? This needs to be evaluated for all years that the stacks have been operating. When will we start counting biogenic emissions. This subcommittee should look at that. 

Linda Hecker: 
Conservation Commission in Guilford. We want to conserve more land and are forested here. Almost all is in small parcels though. We want to be able to combine parcels or have resources for small landowners to be able to protect their property. Small properties still make up part of important connected forest blocks. 

Donald Zelaya:
I don't speak English. I'm super interested in the topic and I'm listening to it with a translator app.
I am from Nicaragua and I am recently living in Middlesex Montpelier.

